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The Center for Learning in Action (CLiA) 
cultivates and sustains experiential learning
opportunities, curricular and non-curricular, in 
service of the teaching goals of our faculty, the civic 
aspirations of our students and the needs of the wider 
community. 

Our Mission  
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Our Ethos

Our team takes a wholistic, collaborative, and continuous 
learning approach, working with faculty, student groups, 
a wide range of community organizations, and campus 
partners to provide students with hands-on learning 
opportunities to address pressing civic problems.

We organize relevant trainings for students such as 
trauma-informed education practices and follow the 
guidelines outlined in Stanford University’s Ethical and 
Effective Principles of Service. 
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1. Types of Work Available & Levels of 
Involvement

1. Opportunities in a Dozen Action Areas

3.  Some Options and Impacts 

4. The Scale of Engagement: Annual 
Numbers

Overview 



+

➢ Volunteer
➢ Paid
➢ Academic Credit 

(Semester & 
Winter Study)

➢ Summer 
Internship

➢ Open Drop-In
➢ One-Time Event
➢ Weekly/Monthly/ 

Seasonal
➢ Winter Study/ 

Summer 
Internships

Work Available Involvement

Types of Work Available and 
Levels of Involvement
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Opportunities in a Dozen 
Action Areas 

Activism  * Arts & Culture  * At-Risk Youth 

Education * Community & Economic Development

Health & Wellness  * International Development

History, Government & Politics  * Social Services

Media & Technology  * Religion & Spirituality

Science & the Environment
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➢ Teach, tutor, or mentor in Pre-K -12 classrooms and special 
school and community programs:  1400+ K-12 students served 
annually

➢ Help low income taxpayers file for refunds as an IRS-certified 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistant: An average of 150 clients are 
served annually, netting $200,000+ in federal & state 
refunds.

➢ Tutor inmates at the Berkshire County House of Correction to 
pass the high school equivalency exam and write papers for 
their Williams Inside/Out courses:  In this new program, so 
far, over three dozen inmates have been helped. 

➢ Become trained in basic optometry and eyeglass fitting and 
spend 10 days working  in mobile eye care clinics in rural 
Nicaragua during Winter Study: In 2018 alone, 7212 pairs of 
glasses were distributed to over 4245 patients.  

Some Options and Impacts
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Volunteer Income Tax Assistance

Helping move the Berkshire 
Immigrant Center



+
Creative projects with disabled 
friends run by BFAIR buddies

Making children’s mittens for a 
winter clothing drive 
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Teaching science in local schools

Organizing community cleanups



Student 
Project 
Spotlight

Isabel Arvelo 
William College, Class of 2023
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➢ Courses involving experiential learning: 100+
➢ Students working in local education: 350+
➢ Students volunteering or working for other 

community organizations & initiatives: 500+
➢ Annual miles driven in CLiA community 

service vehicles & college vans: 15,000
➢ Number of collaborating non-profits: 60+

The Scale of Engagement: Annual 
Numbers
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Learn More
Website:  learning-in-action.williams.edu
Email: CLiA@williams.edu
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